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What Is an Adverb?

Ny turtle escaped yesterday.

Aunt Annie lives here.

All the colored words above are adverbs. Adverbs
describe how, when, or where.




How: (Notice how these often end in /y)

Wi A\ U
= yC[Llfeﬂy 606” hoppily ‘ ICM}/
When:
Nnow tém +omorroWw I ecﬁnﬁy
\JBSKE' toda Y sOON
Where:

How did you lick your ice cream? QuicKly.

When did your turtle escape? Y esterday.

Where does Aunt Annie live? Here. ther Onywhefe neardy
C




When, H oWV, Where Yesterday, wildly, and everywhere are adverbs.
[t HGppened Notice how they tell when, how, or where the

action happened:
The kangaroo éstaped yesterday .

Verb | Adverb What Adverb Tells
idly around the zOO. A i e
iy escaped ‘, esterda When it escaped
[t hopped w — y L
[t went evenywhere! hopped || Wildly How it hopped
went | everywhere | Where it went

Adverbs work with other words. Sometimes,
adverbs partner up with verbs. A verb is an action
word. A verb describes things to do or ways to be.
Escaped, hopped, and went are verbs.
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How COOI WCIS ThCli' Concert? How blue is the alien? Completely blue. How old is
A the mummy? txtremely old!

[f you want to make a strong point, use an adverb!

and old. An adjective is a word that describes a
noun—a person, place, or thing.

Adverb ~ Adjective
totally cool

completely | blue
extremely old

———

The alien was completely: blue.

The mummy is extremely old.
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Adverbs add meaning to adjectives like cool, blue, a
{
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The snake slithers so smoothly.

Cheetahs run incredibly fast.

Teami ng U P How do cheetahs run? fast. How fast? Incredibly fast! 3
~4
The tooth fairy visits me fairly often. <

Each of these examples has two adverbs in a row:

SO +smoothly
incredibly + fast
fairly + often

Sometimes adverbs even team up with other
adverbs to describe how, when, or where.
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Where Does the Adverb Go? The monster slowly turned and ran away.

I'he monster turned and slowly ran away.
Slowly the tiger turned toward me.

The tiger slowly turned toward me. Sometimes it does matter where the adverb goes.

. Y )
The tiger tumed slowly toward me. Did the monster turn slowly, or did it run slowly?

The meaning changes when you move the adverb.

The tiger turned toward me slowly.

Where does an adverb go? Sometimes adverbs
can jump around in a sentence. In the example
above, no matter where the adverb is, the meaning
stays the same.
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Who Runs Faster?

If two kids run fast, one probably runs faster. You

can use adverbs to compare two things. Just add er
to adverbs such as fast or hard.

It two turtles crawl slowly, one probably crawls
more slowly. When adverbs end in ly or ily, use
the words more and /ess to compare them.




You can also use than to compare two
different things:

The frog jumps higher than the mouse.

If the two things are similar, use as.

Liv ran as quickly as \Wi.
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Waiting the Most Patiently

When you want to compare many things, you often
use MOst or least. Often, the word the goes before
mOst or least.

The monster waits patiently.
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The alien waits more patiently. Sometimes, instead of using MOst or |245T, you can
use an adverb that ends in est.

aits the most pa’cien’cly.

Thelbeoaeymans Alissa runs the farthest of anyone

and tries the hardest.
@) i




Well-better-best are also adverbs that compare How to Learn More

several things. AT THE LIBRARY

Cleary, Brian P. Dearly, Nearly, Insincerely: What Is an Adverb?
Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda, 2005.

The cake t
urnea out well. t .
, Cm

turned out better but: th u-]f i Cleary, Brian P. Lazily, Crazily, Just a Bit Nasally: More about Adverbs.
: € COOKies Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda, 2008.
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McClarnon, Marciann. Painless Junior Grammar. Hauppauge, NY:
Barron’s Educational Series, 2007.

Reeg, Cynthia. Doggy Day Camp: Verb and Adverb Adventures. St. Louis,
MO: Guardian Angel Publishing, 2008.

Schoolhouse Rock: Grammar Classroom Edition. Dir. Tom Warburton.
Interactive DVD. Walt Disney, 2007.

Have you ever cooked or baked? Can you
use adverbs to describe what happened?

ON THE WEB
Visit our home page for lots of links about grammar: childsworld.com/links

NOTE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS AND LIBRARIANS: We routinely check our Web links to make sure
they're safe, active sites—so encourage your readers to check them outl
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